The 4-7 Diagrams and Symbols 


Illustrations of the Philosophus Ritual Diagrams and Symbols, 
Together with an Explanation 


The Fire Tablet. 


The Tablet of Fire is constructed on the same principle as the Tablet of Earth 
used in the preceding Grade, but the colors of the element of Water, Blue, 
predominate instead of Black. 


The Tablet is used in the Opening and Closing rituals of this Grade as the 
material base for the concentration of the powers of the element of Fire , and 
the entities called Salmanders. The secret of its construction and the method 
of its use are reserved for the Second Order. 
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Tablet of Firg 


The Chaldean Flame Alphabet 


The alphabet in which the Tablet of Fire is written is the traditionally the 
Hebrew Alpahbet. We recommend commiting this alphabet to memory. The 
only secret about it to which your obligation refers, is the fact that our Order 
uses this alphabet in this particular Grade, and for writing the characters of 
the Tablet of Fire. The final form of the letters are not used when 
constructing the Fire Tablet. 


Fire Fire 
English Hebre English Hebrew 
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Admission Badge for the 29% Path. 


Cross of the Zodiac 


Yama 


x” bs oH- 


The Cross of 12 Squares represents the zodiac, which embraces the Waters 
which be above the Firmament. It alludes also to the Eternal River of Eden, 
divided into 4 heads, which find their correlations in the 4 triplicates of the 

Zodiac. 


Key 18, The Moon 


The Tarot Key of the 29" Path is Key 18, The Moon. Refer to you colored tarot 
deck to see the picture. Key 18 is a symbol of the inner meaning of the 29" 
Path. 


This represents the Moon, with 18 Hebrew Yods falling, like drops of dew. A 
dog and a wolf, two towers, a path leading to a height in the distance, and in 
the foreground, water with a crayfish crawling through it to the land, 
complete the symbolism. 


The Moon is in its increase on the side of Mercy. From it proceed 16 principal 
and 16 secondary rays, making 32, the number of the Paths of Wisdom. 


The battlemented towers are symbols of the contending, warring forces which 
are presented to the mind of man by the appearances of the sphere of 
sensation. 


Beyond them leads a path, rising to the heights of spiritual attainment and 
realization, the Mystic Mountain of our ancient Brethren of the Rosy Cross. 


It is guarded by a wolf and a dog. Both are members of the same genus. Both 
are symbols of the desire-nature, which is the especial task of the Philosophus 
to use and direct in his/her progress toward the goal of the Highest Good. 


The crayfish, rising from the pool, is a reference to the truth that the 
operation of the Corporeal Intelligence has its first manifestations in forms 
whose natural habitat is water. By some, this crayfish is associated with the 
ancient god of Egypt, Khephra, symbol of the Sun below the horizon, as he 
ever is when the Moon is increasing above. 


Careful inspection of this Key will show the Philosophus that its symbolism is 
based on the ancient Qabalistic aphorism: "First the stone, then the plant, 
then the animal and then the man." For all these are shown in the part of the 
design at the near side of the towers. Beyond them, the path leads to "more 
than man," the true Stone of the Wise. 


Admission Badge for the 28" Path. 


Cube of Balanced Forces 


The Admission Badge of this Path is the Cube of Balanced Forces. Itisa 
symbol of the Divine Name, Yod Heh Vav Heh, because it has six faces, eight 
corners and twelve boundaries, so that the sum of the numbers required to 
define its proportions is 26, the number of the Name, Yod Heh Vav Heh. 


Because every face of a cube is equal to any of the other faces, so that any 
one of the six sides may serve as its base, the cube has been, from time 
immemorial, a symbol for truth. 


This is the truth which unveils itself to man during meditation, and thus the 
cube is directly related to the meanings of the 28" Path. 


Key 18, The Moon 


The Tarot Key of the 28" Path is Key 17, The Star. Refer to you colored tarot 
deck to see the picture. Key 17 is a symbol of the inner meaning of the 28" 
Path. 


The large star in the heavens has eight principal and eight secondary rays. 
This represents the Ogdoad multiplied by the Dyad and yields the number 16. 
This is the value of the Hebrew verb, Havaw (hvh), signifying primarily, "to 
breathe." Thus it is one of many symbols of the Cosmic Life-breath, and of the 
element of Air to which the 28" Path is assigned. 


Note that the three letters of "Havaw" are Heh, Vav and Heh, constituting the 
final portion of the Divine Name, Yod Heh Vav Heh, separated from the 
Paternal Yod. Thus the word represents the whole Tree of Life below 
Chokmah. The first Heh corresponds to Binah; the Vav represents the six 
Sephiroth constituting the Lesser Countenance; and the final Heh answers 
unto Malkuth. 


The relation of this word to the great star in Key 17 establishes the latter as a 
symbol of all the powers of manifested existence, represented on the Tree of 
Life by the eight Sephiroth from Binah to Malkuth, inclusive. 


Surrounding the large star are seven smaller stars. Each has eight points, to 
show that each is of the same essential nature as the larger one. These seven 
are the seven "interior stars," corresponding to the seven alchemical metals 
and to the seven Sephiroth from Binah to Yesod, inclusive. 


The nude figure is the unveiled Isis or Venus-Urania. Thus she is the power 
which dominates the activities of the Seventh Sephirah, corresponding to the 
Grade of Philosophus. She is also Aima, Binah, Tebunah, - the Great Supernal 
Mother, Aima Elohim, pouring upon earth the waters of creation. 


The two urns contain the influences from Chokmah and Binah. That in her 
right hand stirs into activity the powers of the Ninth Sephirah, Yesod, 
represented by the pool. That in her left hand divides itself into five streams, 
typifying the Quintessence and the four elements, and the subtle principles of 
sensation. 


The bird of Hermes, lighting on the tree on her right, is a symbol of the 
powers of Hod, the Eighth Sephirah. The kneeling woman, as a symbol of 
Venus, corresponds to the powers operative in the Seventh Sephirah, and she 
is therefore placed to the right of the center of the design. 


The mountain in the background is a symbol of the Great Work, and of the 
Mystic Mountain of our ancient Brethren of the Rosy Cross. 


Admission Badge for the 27" Path. 


Cross of Ten Squares 


The Cross of Ten Squares refers to the Ten Sephiroth in balance disposition, 
before which the formless and void rolled back. It is also the opened-out form 
of the double cube, and of the Altar of incense. 
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Key 16, The Tower 


The Tarot Key of the 27° Path is Key 16, The Star. Refer to you colored tarot 
deck to see the picture. Key 16 is a symbol of the inner meaning of the 27" 
Path. 


It represents a tower, struck by a lightning flash, issuing from a rayed circle, 
and terminating in a triangle. This flash is a representation of the Flaming 
Sword, explained to you in a preceding Grade. Note that the circle and the 
flash resemble the astronomical symbol for Mars. 


The tower refers to the Tower of Babel and is built of twenty-two courses of 
brick, representing the elements of human speech when that speech is based 
upon the delusion of separateness, symbolized by the lonely peak on which the 
tower is erected. 


The scene is one of storm, corresponding to the ideas set forth in the speeches 
of the three Chief Officers, to which you have just listened. Veiled in this 
symbolic language is the state of ignorance and confusion which precedes the 
revelation of truth. Herein is the occult meaning of the ancient Qabalistic 
doctrine concerning the Kings of Edom. 


Three holes are rent in the walls of the tower, symbolizing the establishment 
of the Triad therein. 


On the right of the picture are ten Hebrew Yods arranged in the form of the 
diagram of the Tree of Life. They stand for the powers of the Hebrew letters 
from Aleph to Yod, inclusive. On the other side of the tower are twelve 
Hebrew Yods, so arranged that they suggest the outline of the figure 8 or 
Ogdoad. They represent the Hebrew letters from Kaph to Tav, inclusive. 


Note that these 22 Yods hang, as it were, in the air. The purport of this is that 
the essential powers of Being represented by the Hebrew letters are self- 
supporting, or without any material foundation other than themselves. 


Admission Badge for the 26" Path. 


The Red Calvery Cross 


This Cross, already familiar to you, represents also the Sephiroth Tiphareth, 
Netzach, Hod and Yesod, resting upon Malkuth. This Cross is also the pattern 


of the Cube, and is thus referred to the 6 Sephiroth of the Microprosopus, and 
to the balance of cosmic forces. 
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THE FALL 


THE GARDEN OF EDEN AFTER THE FALL 


This is the symbolic representation of the Fall. For the Great Goddess, who in 
the Grade of Practicus was supporting the columns of the Sephiroth, in the 
sign of the Grade of Theoricus, being tempted by the Tree of Knowledge, 
(whose branches, indeed, tend upward into the seven lower Sephiroth but also 
tend downward into the Kingdom of Shells), reached down unto the Olippoth, 
and immediately the columns were unsupported, and the Sephirotic System 
was shattered, and with it fell Adam, the Microprosopus or Lesser 
Countenance. 


Then arose the great Dragon with seven heads and ten horns, and the Garden 
was made desolate, and Malkuth was cut off from the Sephiroth by his 
intersecting folds, and linked unto the Kingdom of the Shells. And the seven 
lower Sephiroth were cut off from the Three Supernals in Da'ath, at the feet of 
Aima Elohim. 


And because in Da'ath was the greatest rise of the great Serpent of Evil, 
therefore is there, as it were, another Sephirah, making for the infernal or 
averse Sephiroth, eleven instead of ten. And Da'ath having developed in the 
Dragon a new head, the Seven-headed Dragon with ten horns became eight- 
headed and eleven-horned. 


Hence were the rivers of Eden desecrated, and from the mouth of the Dragon 
rushed the infernal waters in Da'ath. And this is Leviathan, the crooked 
serpent. 


But between the devastated Garden and the Supernal Eden, Yod Heh Vav Heh 
Elohim placed the letters of the Name, and the Flaming Sword, that the 
uppermost part of the Tree of Life might not be involved in the Fall of Adam. 
And thence it was necessary that the Second Adam should come to restore all 
things, and that, as the First Adam had been extended on the Cross of the 
Celestial Rivers, so the Son should be crucified on the Cross of the Infernal 
Rivers of Da'ath. Yet, to do this, he must descend unto the lowest first, even 
unto Malkuth. 
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KAMEA AND MAGIC LINE OF VENUS 


Kamea 
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The Kamea of Venus 
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The Magic Line of Venus 


The Grade of Philosophus is attributed to the Sphere of Venus, which is ruler 
in Netzach, and therefore the Kamea, or Magic Square, of Venus and the 
Magic Line formed therefrom are among its emblems. From it are drawn the 


sigils relating to the planet Venus, together with Divine and Angelic Names 
pertaining to that planet. 
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VENUS ON THE TREE OF LIFE 


The symbol of Venus, when inscribed on the Tree of Life, is shown in the 
diagram before you. It embraces the whole of the Sephiroth and is therefore 
a fitting emblem of the Isis of Nature; hence, also, its circle is represented 
larger than that of Mercury. 
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TRINITY ON THE TREE OF LIFE 


Root of 


Rootof “> CN Root of 


This diagram refers to the Trinity or the "Three Mothers" operating through 
the Sephiroth, and reflected downward in the four triangles of the elements. 
Kether is the Root of Air, which element is reflected downward from Kether to 
Yesod, through Tiphareth. Chokmah is the Root of Fire, which element is 
reflected from Chokmah, through Geburah, to Netzach. Binah is the Root of 
Water, which element is reflected from Binah, through Chesed, to Hod. 


Malkuth, the tenth Sephirah is Earth, the receptacle and synthesis of Air, Fire 
and Water. 
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